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Die afgelope jaar is weer gekenmerk deur aansienlike aktiwiteit vanaf lede en die Komitee. Die Pretoria Amateur 
Radio Klub se aansien en sigbaarheid was weereens van sodanige aard dat ons 15 nuwe en 3 hernude 
lidmaatskappe kon trek. Dit bring ook ‘n aanwins in kundighede en hulpbronne mee waarvoor ons baie dankbaar is. 
Ons is ook dankbaar aan lede en nie-lede wat skenkings gee en in die besonder Spider ZS6SO van wie ons twee 
Kenwood TKR720 herhalers gekry het, Egbert ZS6AZG wat ‘n mooi groot militêre tent beskikbaar gemaak het, asook 
Richard ZR6CK vir twee groot batterye. Dan ook dankie aan almal wat wat ‘n ekstratjie by die ledegeld gevoeg het.  
 
The past year has again been marked by considerable activity from members and the Committee. The Pretoria 
Amateur Radio Club’s  reputation and visibility was again such that we attracted 15 new and 3 revived memberships. 
This also implies that we gained valuable skills and resources for which we are grateful. Our membership in June 
consisted of 102 full members, 7 spouses, 6 dependants and 2 honorary members. Within the current financial year 
we hope that an equal number will renew their membership and some ex-members will return.  
 
Die gemiddelde bywoning van gewone vergaderings het egter begin afneem van 30 na 25.  Die Komitee probeer 
hulle bes om interessante aanbiedings te reël, maar dit is ‘n moeilike taak om lede te trek vanwee uiteenlopende 
belangstellings en besware teen aand-vergaderings. Saterdagmiddag opofferings is egter ook nie gewild nie en die 
status-quo sal dus behou word.  
 
We can proudly recap on our activities and awards over the past year: 
 

 1. Rallies / Motor Sport communications support for 3 national and 5 regional events. Unfortunately Kyalami racing 
  communication support on a secondary basis has seen a decline due to a decline in races held. This can probably  
  pick up again in future. 
  Die primere taak by tydrenne is om ‘n goeie kommunikasiestelsel daar te stel sodat Tydren Beheer die  verlangde   
  tye van deelnemers, kontak met mobiele- en veldstasies kan handhaaf. ‘n 2m mobiele herhaler en HF word hier 
  gebruik.  Die Pretoria Amateur Radio Klub is altyd bo aan die lys as hierdie dienste benodig word. Dit is te danke 
  aan betroubare toerusting en die feit dat ons lede keer op keer hulle goed van hul taak kwyt. 
  Our members involved in motor sport are too numerous to mention but we extend our profuse thanks for their  
  dedication to practical amateur radio and keeping our Club’s reputation high.  

 
2.  Vlooimarkte – Ons vlooimarkte het wye erkenning en Amateurs van heinde-en-ver kom kuier. Baie dankie aan 
 Alméro ZR6RY vir sy organisasie, Willie ZR6WGR en ook Richard ZR6CK, Molly ZR6MOL, Johan ZR6JHB, 
 Doreen ZR6DDB, Katti ZS6KVR, na die omsien van verversings en ander take. 
      
3.  Awards and certificates were from outside the Club were again plentiful and well deserved: 
      ZS6PTA : PARC first in all three SARL 2002 HF Contest categories: CW,SSB and Club Participation Trophy.  
    The latter is for the best aggregate in both contests for the 6th time in succession. 
      ZS6WB  : 1st in Africa to receive a 6m DXCC award 
                     PEARS VHF/UHF Januari contest – 1st  in digital modes 
      ZS6KR   : 2nd place certificates in each of SARL HF CW and SSB contests 
              Best aggregate in SARL HF contest 
      ZS6DX   :  SARL HF contest 40m single op SSB 
                    1st place Hamnet Simulated Emergency Contest together with Katti ZS6KVR 
 
4. Baie toewyding word aan ons maandblad WATTS bestee. Tot Januarie 2003 moet Rudi ZS6DX en Katti 
 ZS6KVR moet bedank word vir die opstelling en verspreiding van ‘n puik publikasie. Dan Doreen ZR6DDB wat 
 die tuig oorgeneem het tot Junie. Vanaf Junie het ek self WATTS elektronies begin opstel om stygende 
 posgeld die hoof te bied. Ons bereik tans 60 lede op die manier. Die drukwerk wat nog benodig is, word gratis 
 deur  Doppies ZS6BAQ behartig en Doreen sorg vir die verspreiding daarvan. Ook ‘n  groot dankie aan lede 
 wat papier geskenk het. Laaste maar nie die minste nie het Peter ZR6FD weer tyd bestee om ons logo beter 
 detail te gee. 
 
5. Our website was maintained by Rudi ZS6DX and attracted many visitors. The on-line swap-shop was also well 
 utilized and also the valve and crystals stock lists from which we managed to make considerable sales. Our 
 website makes a very good impression and serves as an excellent public relations tool for amateur radio. 
 
6. Image building and exposure is also an important function of your Committee and a Combined Club Braai and 
 Combined Clubs Mega-Fleamarket were part of this effort. Club shirts, caps and magnetic callsign stickers 
 initiated by Katti ZS6KVR have also proved to be powerful advertising. 
 
7. RAE klasse by ons klubhuis het tot dusver hierdie jaar nie plaasgevind nie. Ons fasiliteite word egter wel 
 gebruik vir eksamens waar Richard en Alméro dien as toesighouers. Werwing in Amateur Radio het ernstige 
 aandag nodig en dit is almal se plig om geinteresseerde persone aan te moedig om kandidate te word.   
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8. Then I would like to thank some perpetual stalwarts who for many years have performed specialized functions. 
 Firstly Richard ZR6CK for the creation and maintenance of our database software, printing WATTS labels and 
 managing the clubhouse, Katti ZS6KVR, Molly ZR6MOL, Doreen ZR6DDB and recently also Mary, sw of Bill 
 ZS6KO for providing refreshments and cleaning up afterwards.Secondly Richard and Bill for organizing DF
 hunting activities in summer. Bill was also our Vice-Chairman for the past year. Bill is also registered as our 
 official Morse  Examiner together with Frank ZS6GE.  
 
9. Aan die sosiale kant was Bill en Doreen ZR6DDB verantwoordelik vir die Kersfees Sjinese-braai, samekoms by  
 Dros, die Roodeplaat Amateurgees en Velddag Naweek, en twee inter-klub braai geleenthede by die LC de 
 Villiers gronde wat weereens deur Alméro beskikbaar gestel was. Dan nie te vergeet nie het Tjerk ZS6P en sy  LV 
 Sylvia tradisioneel seker ‘n dosyn van ons lede verwelkom om by hulle QTH te kom braai. Also to  Bill and  Mary a 
 special thanks for their hospitality after fox-hunts.  
 
10. Every Sunday our repeater hosts the SARL HQ bulletins which we also relay to 40m. These HF relays are again 
 picked up by several far away stations for re-transmission. Club bulletins are also relayed on 30, and 80m. 
 
11. ZS6PTA was again registered as an educational station. This means we can host non-amateurs to  operate under 
 supervision to promote the hobby amongst youngsters and the general public at any event. Andre ZS6GCA put 
 this into practice during Kid’s Day last May and I would like to see much more of this in future. 
 
12. Ons 2m herhaler is deurentyd deur Willie ZS6AEA onderhou en ook het  Hans ZS6HVG baie tyd opgeoffer vir die 
 partykeer ondankbare werk. Hulle verdien ‘n spesiale woord van dank vir al die heen en weer ry. Willie  stel nog 
 steeds ‘n 70cm herhaler kosteloos aan ons beskikbaar  op sy eie fasiliteit. Dan ook ‘n spesiale word van dank 
 aan die lede wat aandag gee aan die 2m toring se onderhoud. Andre ZS6BRC, Hans ZR6HVG, Pine ZS6OB, 
 Almero ZR6RY en Dawid ZS6DSG het almal bygedra of deel geneem aan die aktiwiteite. 
 
For the future I can see issues such as the rapidly changing technology scene and the application of these 
technologies by members to be the major survival mechanism of Amateur Radio in general. In future it may be the 
only glue to bind people to a Club or at least an interest group. 
Some of our Club members are already venturing into new modern modes and I hope this is the beginning of a new 
era where the application of equipment with digital capabilities to process sound and RF can boost the hobby to new 
technological levels so as to be more compatible with the expectations of the current generation and thus attract 
newcomers as well as being able to offer a more efficient infrastructure for public service.  
 
I am not shooting down analogue QSO’s as obviously personal contact between amateurs is extremely important but 
everyone should seriously consider that just chatting over radio does not impress the young generation at this day 
and age, especially when an exam has to be done, licenses to be paid and equipment to be bought. The recent 
ICASA fees increases do not help either and will put a damper on efforts to interest anyone, especially those from our 
PDC’s where disposable income cannot be spent on grudge purchases.  
 
The pending relaxation of requirements to obtain entry to the HF bands can be a factor to stimulate interest but I am 
convinced that it will not swell the amateur ranks. In my mind more souls can be drawn from established economically 
active groups who are looking for something to do in their spare time and who can imagine and appreciate the actual 
scope of Amateur Radio as a hobby and community service tool.  
 
It is just the service aspect that too few of us are involved in and although Hamnet receives a lot of scorn, it is not 
deserved. It is absolutely amazing how the Amateur Service is appreciated in disaster-prone communities. To date 
South Africa is just lucky to have escaped major disasters. I wish to continue with the 725 repeater preferential-use 
agreement with Hamnet no matter what. Everyone within reach of this repeater should also exhibit and expect 
common courtesy and adherence to Regulation G(5) at all times.      
 
As Club Chairman, I must thank my Committee for assisting me over sometimes difficult terrain. Johan ZR6JHB my 
secretary has been very patient with me and his extensive experience has smoothed many paths. Also Egbert 
ZS6AZG our auditor who, despite bouts of ill-health has fine-tuned our financial recording and reporting system again 
deserves special thanks. He will soon have his own word in these proceedings.  
Furthermore one of the last tasks of the outgoing committee was to allocate awards and certificates to deserving 
members. These will soon be handed out. 
Our Club has had a busy and productive year and I wish the incoming Committee and Chairman another successful 
year ahead. 
 
Hans Kappetijn ZS6KR 
6����%���,��6��4<������;<�����
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SNIPPETS / BROKKIES 
-  The youngest PARC member is Malcolm ZR6OLM son of Roy ZS6XN who is now 14. 
 Kort op sy hakke is Arnaldo ZS6-2505.  Hy is ook 14 en ongeveer ‘n maand ouer.  
-  Coming up: ADEC 2003 electronics and components trade show running concurrently  with the  PMRA 
 professional mobile radio exhibition at the Kyalami  Exhibition Centre 16-18 September 09:30-17:30. 
      Registration on-line at www.progroupshows.co.za by completing your details and following instructions. 
      ADEC exhibits :  Passive and active components                 PMRA exhibits :  2-way radios and control centres 
                                Test and measurement equipment                                     Video telemetry, mapping, sat etc. 
                                  Production equipment                                                              Accessories and services 
- Coming up: Invite to open day at 1 Signals Regiment Wonderboom courtesy John ZS6AN – details awaited.   
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